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Prayer:-The meaning the rcality and the powerof prayer; its place
and Value to the individmlfxl, to the.church to the state
in the every day . affairs of life in the healing of sickness
and digease in times of distress and of national danger and
in, relation to national ideals and to worldly progress
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HTTATY: THE MEANING OF PAYER wiqdlsARgEganar,

aenfgrenfa, MITUAAT, AXF AHATRTFRT ATEATH HAAG R

7R WY S qeqwATAA qFAMA e agi® grargada yactaiafreear

qETETRAAT azdaruieenr eifq argea ety |

Prayer:-The act of praying, supplicating or act of one who prays a
petition, supplication, entreaty,asolemn petition for benifits
addressed]to the supreme being, a formula of church servico
or worship, publicor private, that fact of written petition or

memorial which specifies be thing desired to be dope or
granted.
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AN ANSWER TO DEVA GURU.

A reply tothe ehallenge given by Dev Garu of Dov Smajand
his followers in 1912 the refercnce of which was made in a traot
issucd some two months ago by the siid Dev Guru,

Really I am sorey to take up my pen in order to reply to the
challenge ngainst the existonco of God,but I do so simply to
explain to Dev Guru and his followers the absurdity of their rnaso-
ning, and in fiet this is the causd that no body has up to this time
acoepted the challenge. Those whobelieve in the Almigty Who is
known by the various names of Ishwar, Khuda, God, &e, e consider
Tim the object of all devotion, He alone is the Creator of the world
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and is at the same time Omnisoient and Omnipotent, and is also
possessed of such other: qualities which no mortal can ever claim
to have, Dev Guru himself who now denies the existenc of Him
was at first ono of His believers. Before daring such a challange,
Dev Guru should have thought for a while about the shallowness
of his lozical knowledge, and the impression that the challenge
would mnake upon the public of his ignorance, The challenge shows
that Dev Curu has absolutely no knowledge of the Nyaya Shastra
whioh tells that there are only four ways in which we can come to
prove the reality of a thing and those are, (1) Pratyaksh, (2) An-
uman, ( logionl infetence ) (3 ) Upman, and ( 4) shabda, Dev
Guru has tried to deceive the public by the mis-application of the
second form of proof. He holds ( 1) that God is not the Creator of
“the World since He does not make two or three small balls out of

a small quantity of moist earth placed by him on a table.
(2) that He is not Omniscient since He dose not write down on

the blank paper with the pencil which he [Deva Guru] places upon
a table and mentally desires Him to write, and

(3) that His omnipotenoe has no validity in Yt sinoe Hs does not
wind DevaGuru’s stopped watch. All this is fallacious reasoning. Lo-
gioal reasoning may be rightly explained by this example that whe-
rever we seo the columns of smoke rising in the atmosphere there
tho exietenc of fire is quite certain, Here we have first actually
seen the case holding true numerous.times, and after that we have
come to the point or in other words made the generalisation that
smoke is the sure ,sign of burning fire, Now how invalid the reas.
oning of Dev Guru is noone has ever seen even insignificant person
carrying ouf all our- orders what to siy of God who possesses 0
great a power. If you ask even a constable who draws a salary of
only 8 /-or 8/-to obey your commands, does he do s0.? Hence when
we see that even persons of no great power do not obey our com
mands, thea how can God of so great a power be expected to obey
our orders, and those even of such a low nature, Dev Guru himself
if commanded by a menial to do some work which he ean do, will
not care to do it, and. will his followers then say that he has got
no power todo that work ! Or if a man who ventures to ask the
Almighty to obey his commands- were to go to a Magistrate and
order him that he should settlo the ease in his favour, otherwise
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be wonld not tlmtkhmf 1Magisteate whattre'ttment will be meted
out to hitra ? Certainly he will be driven sutof the court by a chaprasi_
Now the question is: sould not the Judge decide the case in his favour?
Yes, he could, but only if the man had broughta worthy suit and
requested him ( not oedered him ) to consider over his case ( 1ot
do as he likes ). Thus we find that our deserts, the worthiness of
our requesth and the manner of bringing them forward, these three
things are quite essential in having our requests g‘mnted even by
mortals,

Thus we find that Dev Guru’s inforence are quite Wrong, whon
we do ot find even'any human being who possesses so insignit, fi-
cant power obeying our orders in this way then how can we infer
that Ged who is so Great, would care to ohey the ordor of an atheist,
who has done nothing to propitipt Tlim.

1now give a second example of logical inferonce to make Dov
Guru sce his absurdity in denying the existence of God, and a .k
him to answer it if he can.

In going from e1st to west and north o south and viee versa
weo find that all things which are mortal or ehangeable and slow
some skill in'their struotures, have some ereator, and from this ws
logieally infey that all this world which includes those three in it
must have have some Creator behind it. and that is God. Either
Dev Guru shauld show any thing mortal changeable and showing
some skill in its structure, without a Creator in the world or sho-
uld aceept that God is the oreator of all the Universe, Ta fine we
rofer him to our challenge given in “Brahmaa serwasw . Ttawah?”
dated October 1912, and vequest him thatif he has any power, he
should come forvard and prove whether God belicvers or athiests
have more spirfual power,

SUPPLIMENT i

1. Does Dev Guru possess ‘Dev Jiwan’ from his birth or was
it after this that he came to have it? if the latter in what yaar,
month, day and the moment ? if vhe former then was it ‘the result
of Dev Shakti that he first worshipped sri Hanuwan, did Durgn
Path, and recited Sandhyn as a Sanatanist, & afterwards oalled him-
self the beloved son of God us a Brahmmo ? If all this was the
result of “Dev Jiwan” , wby did it not last the whole of his Life 2
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If his doing these nelions was mot guided by ‘Dev shakti’ in his
first years, then was iv blind then or had goupe on sowme other duti-
eg ? Evenif this SHAKTL was got by him after his birth, then are
meat-eating, using ocodliver-oil and calling himself Sanyasi by
waaring boots aud erowns, marrying two wives after this S8anyas,
the belests of Dev Shakti.

2 What are your views about the world oreation? And then how
oan you say that Dev Guru is and will be unique? Did Dev Guru
stop evolution and progress of science from his birth ?

8. The history of India tells that that religion is permanent &
benefioial to the people which have its frith in God, .the Vedas, &
the Bhastras, Atheism has always been the cause of ruin, Then can
Dev Guru be a benefuotor of the world by introduocing such a relis

gion in his name?
DINA NATH SHASTRT
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